
 
 

                  
 

 

CALL for participants 

 

1st Elbasan International Summer School on Mediterranean Studies 

 

30 August – 6 September 2026 

 

 Elbasan, Albania 

 

The application period for the 1st Elbasan International Summer 

School on Mediterranean Studies (EISMS 2026) is now officially open. 
 

This international scientific and academic activity is organised and hosted by the 

“Aleksandër Xhuvani” University of Elbasan (Albania) in cooperation with the Centre for 

Advanced Researches of Skopje (North Macedonia) and supported by Adnan Menderes 

University of Aydin (Türkiye) and the Municipality of Elbasan. 

EISMS 2026 aims to bring together students, researchers, academics and young 

professionals from different countries and disciplinary backgrounds to explore the 

Mediterranean as a dynamic space of linguistic diversity, cultural interaction, political 

transformation and geostrategic importance. 

 

• About the Summer School 

 

The Mediterranean has historically represented one of the world’s most important 

crossroads of civilisations, languages, religions, economies and political systems. In the 

contemporary global context, the region continues to play a central role in international 

relations, migration processes, energy politics, intercultural communication, security 

dynamics and geopolitical developments. 



The 1st Elbasan International Summer School on Mediterranean Studies offers an 

interdisciplinary platform where participants will engage critically with the Mediterranean 

through the perspectives of:  

 

 

❖ Mediterranean languages and philology; 

❖ literature and cultural studies; 

❖ history and intercultural exchange; 

❖ political science and international relations; 

❖ migration and regional cooperation; 

❖ diplomacy and conflict studies; 

❖ geostrategy and security studies. 

 

The Summer School combines academic learning with intercultural dialogue and practical 

engagement, encouraging participants to develop comparative and interdisciplinary 

approaches to Mediterranean studies. 

 

 

• Objectives 

 

The Summer School aims to: 

 

❖ build interdisciplinary literacy across Mediterranean languages, cultures and 

societies; 

❖ analyse historical and contemporary political developments through cultural and 

linguistic perspectives; 

❖ explore geostrategic frameworks and their implications for regional stability, 

migration, security and global networks; 

❖ encourage critical thinking and academic dialogue among participants from 

different backgrounds; 

❖ foster collaborative research initiatives and international academic networking; 

❖ strengthen intercultural understanding and regional cooperation among young 

scholars and professionals. 

 

 

• Programme Structure 

 

The 7-day programme will include: 

❖ keynote lectures by distinguished international scholars and experts; 

❖ thematic seminars and interdisciplinary panel discussions; 

❖ roundtables on contemporary Mediterranean challenges; 

❖ policy workshops and simulation activities; 

❖ participant presentations and group projects; 



❖ networking sessions and academic mentoring; 

❖ cultural and study visits in Albania. 

 

Participants will receive a detailed academic programme prior to the beginning of 

the Summer School. 

 

 

 

 

• Main thematic areas 

 

The academic programme may include, but is not limited to, the following topics: 

 

❖ Mediterranean identities and cultural heritage; 

❖ multilingualism and language contact in the Mediterranean; 

❖ literature, translation and intercultural communication; 

❖ migration, diaspora and mobility studies; 

❖ Mediterranean geopolitics and international relations; 

❖ security, diplomacy and regional cooperation; 

❖ energy politics and strategic corridors; 

❖ the Balkans and the Mediterranean world; 

❖ European integration and Mediterranean partnerships; 

❖ media, digital narratives and political communication. 

 

 

• Eligibility 

 

Applications are open to: 

❖ Master’s and doctoral (PhD) students; 

❖ early-career researchers and academics; 

❖ young professionals working in relevant fields; 

❖ individuals with academic or professional interest in Mediterranean studies. 

❖ Applicants from all countries are welcome to apply. 

 

The working language of the Summer School will be English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

• Application Procedure 

 

Applicants are requested to submit the following documents: 

❖ Motivation letter (maximum 500 words); 

❖ Curriculum Vitae (CV); 

❖ Proof of student status or institutional affiliation (if applicable). 

 

 

Applications should be sent electronically to: 

eisms.al@gmail.com 

with the subject line: 

Application – EISMS 2026 – Full Name 

 

 

• Important Dates 

 

Application Deadline: 28 June 2026, 23:59 CEST  

Notification of Acceptance: by 12 July 2026 

Summer School Dates: 30 August – 6 September 2026 

 

 

• Participation Fee and Funding 

 

There is NO participation fee. Accommodation will be arranged in the university 

dormitories administered by the Municipality of Elbasan. 

Participants are advised to arrange their travel documents and health insurance in 

advance. 

Participants shall be responsible for covering their travel expenses. 

 

 

• Certification 

 

All participants who successfully complete the programme will receive an official 

Certificate of Participation issued by the organising institutions. 

Additional academic recognition or ECTS credits may be specified according to 

institutional agreements. 
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• Venue 

 

The Summer School will take place in Elbasan, Albania, a city with rich historical, cultural 

and educational traditions located in the heart of the country. 

The programme will be hosted mainly at the facilities of the “Aleksandër Xhuvani” 

University of Elbasan. 

 

 

• Contact Information 

 

For further information and inquiries, please contact: 

EISMS 2026 Organising Committee 

Email: eisms.al@gmail.com  

 

Follow future announcements regarding speakers, programme updates and 

application details through the official communication channels of the organising 

institutions. 

Web: www.uniel.edu.al ; www.ceadvre.eu  

 

Facebook;  Instagram;  LinkedIn 

 

We warmly invite students, researchers and young professionals from across the 

Mediterranean region and beyond to become part of this unique international academic 

experience in Elbasan. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to Albania for the 1st Elbasan International Summer 

School on Mediterranean Studies. 
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