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We are happy to share with you the stories of success of stu-
dents participating in the Erasmus + Credit Mobility 2018-
2019 program. This academic year has been very important
in the field of international cooperation with partner univer-
sities. We have achieved 125 mobility of academic staff for
teaching and training and 50 mobility of students.

In the schematic overview of the mobility flows, there is a
predominance of study programs and inclusion of the Facul-
ty of Economics and Faculty of Natural Sciences. During this
academic year, the signing of new cooperation agreements
took into account the involvement of all UE constituent fac-
ulties, enabling students and academic staff to be part of the
mobilities. Also, for the first time during this academic year,
Erasmus + mobilities have become part of the academic,
teaching and technical administrative staff, giving them the
opportunity to get acquainted with the best working practic-
es in partner universities.




Also, the University of Elbasan, in partnership with European and local higher edu-
cation institutions, will begin, during the academic year 2019-2020, the implemen-
tation of two Erasmus + Projects for Capacity Building in Higher Education.

The first project the EU is partnering on is the Higher education enterprise platform
for fostering modernization and sustainable growth in the natural stone industry in
Western Balkans (BKSTONE).

The second project where the EU is a partneris titled Virtual Albanian European Uni-
versities Exchange (VALEU-X).

Capacity Building Projects in the field of higher education are international cooper-
ation projects based on multilateral partnerships.

The purpose of these projects is to support partner countries to:
- modernization, internationalization and increasing access to higher
education;
- address the challenges facing higher education institutions and systems,
- increase cooperation with the EU;
- promote intercultural awareness and understanding;

During this academic year, we had a lot of stories of success as well as many diffi-
culties. Both are great reasons to improve not only ourselves but even our everyday
work with students of UE. | would like to thank every student for their cooperation
and collaboration and welcomes you to participate in the following projects!

Rector of University of Elbasan “Aleksandér Xhuvani”
Prof.dr.Skender TOPI



STUDENT'S

STORY

Adelina Deda

Biology- Chemistry
Biotechnology and environmental
Sciences @ John Paul Il Catholic Universi-
ty of Lublin

For me Erasmus +, is the perfect opportunity to
both learn and develop yourself through new
experiences in more than one country.

When | first heard about Erasmus+ program, |
thought that it was one of my dreams | wanted
to make true.

| saw this program like a new experience for my
life, and | really wanted to be part of, because |
am a person who likes to find out new things,
and in that way | could improve my communi-
cation skills in the English language, also for
me Erasmus + was like an opportunity to go
abroad, without my parents even though | was
a bit afraid, but this was the beginning of living
independently far away from my country and
my family.

| wanted to gain new knowledgeand new expe-
rience for my future career, new skills, | wanted
to broaden my horizons physically and mental-
ly, to grew my personality. Now | am happy be-
cause | really made my dream come true.
Erasmus + program was my chance to give the
best of me, to see how | could get by in a dif-

ferent place, with different people, a different
language, and a different university. | was not
sad at all, maybe a bit scared at first and, above
all, disorientated. Soon | got rid of the chains of
doubt and | came to realize that | was free to do
whatever | always wanted to do. That doesnot
mean going wild, squandering my scholarship
and my parents' money, but being motivated to
try new things.Also, | have met so many people
that | am still in touch with, made some won-
derful experiences, made some good friends
and learnt about new languages and cultures.|
can only say that it is probably one of the best
decisions | have ever made.

If you want to spice up your life, one method is
to become a part of Erasmus life. For this, you
should apply to this program, so | would strong-
ly recommend applying for Erasmus + program,
because it will help participants at all stages of
their lives to pursue stimulating opportunities
for learning across Europe.

The things you will learn at this age will prob-
ably decide the way you are for the rest of your
life, and a foreign exchange where you learn
to accept people from a different culture, and
most of all: adapt to a different environment.
This is definitely one of the main reasons why
you should be part of the Erasmus + Credit mo-
bility.
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Ade[ifa Hakani

Informatics and Economy
Economy @ Istanbul Technical University

For me Erasmus +, is... the best thing that hap-
pened in my life.lt gave me the opportunity to
study abroad, have fun, visit new places, have
international friends and be independent and
for this, | will always be grateful to my home
university for giving me this opportunity.

| would describe Erasmus + as the best experi-
ence in my life. | was able to introduce myself
to people from all around the world and make
good friends, to visit places which was my
dream to be there, and to study in such a great
international university as ITU.

There are many particular things that | would
define from ITU, But the one who impressed me
the most was readiness and the hospitality of
all university staff to help and to welcome us.

| would apply many times for Erasmus + credit
mobility if it was possible. Visiting a new coun-
try, get in touch with its culture and knowing
new people who introduce you to their tradi-
tions, and to study in a different environment
far away from your friends and family not only
can be the best experience but helps you to un-
derstand more about yourself and grow up.

In the first moment | hesitated to participate in
Erasmus+ too, and to be honest the beginning
was a little bit difficult, | wanted to turn back
home the second day, (but | didn't).

| slowly started getting used to the life there
and managed to have a great time. Now | wishl
couldgo back there...

| would suggest every student to take part in
Erasmus+ because it is the best thing that can
happen to a student, you can study, have fun,
travel and be independent at the same time.
Sounds great right?

Aleksi Sinani

Master in Accounting and Auditing
Finance and accounting (MA) @ Hoch-
schule Ludwigshafen

For me Erasmus + is the best experience that
happened in my life. | don't have words to de-
scribe this opportunity, you have to try it to un-
derstand it. | will never forget the experience
there, every moment it was special and | want
to thank all my new friends | met there which
made it more beautiful and of course | have to
thank the University of Elbasan that gave me
the possibility to go there. Once you go Eras-
mus you will be forever Erasmus.

Erasmus+ is a unique and beautiful experience
that everyone should try.During my time there |
learned a lot of new things, like how a German
university works, how they give to the students
a lot of possibilities.| made a lot of new friends
there from all over the world and Ilearneda lot
about their culture and such. | got the chance
to travel and visit a lot of places.Also,| learnt to
speak English more fluently and | learned some
basic German language.

The host university was very friendly with us
and took care that we did not miss a thing dur-
ing our period there.

| would apply again because itis such an unique
experience where you can learn a lot of new
things, meet a lot of new students and learn so
many things about different cultures all over
the world.l was a bit hesitant at first too,but af-
ter this experience | see the things more differ-
ently and | am more open minded than before.



| highly recommend to everyone to try Eras-
mus,it's a rare opportunity that offers you a lot
of things and I'm sure that if you tryit you will
not be disappointed.lt is a one-time possibili-
ty in life and you don't want to miss how many
great things you can achieve during your mobil-

ity.

Anxhela Dyrma
Physiotherapy
Physiotherapy @ Nicolaus Copernicus

For me Erasmus + is a programme that helped
to shape my future, by gaining experience in my
field of study and also by improving my com-
munication skills.

Because of this exchange programme | had the
opportunity to havelessons with professors
and students from all over the world, com-
ing from different cultures and backgrounds,
which made me more open-minded and accept
our differences and overcome the communica-
tion barriers between us.

Studying abroad really help me develop in new
ways | never have imagined,so in my first op-
portunity, | would apply again.

Erasmus + programme is an experience that
can change your life, don't miss it!

Arli Gega
UE:Informatics-Economics
Informatic-Economics @ Mendel Univer-
sity

For me Erasmus +, is a great opportunity to live
abroad, experience a foreign culture, meet new
people and learn a foreign language. The pro-
gramme fosters learning and understanding of
the host country, and the Erasmus experience
is considered both a chance for learning as well
as a chance to socialise and experience a differ-
ent culture.

It was an experience | will remember for the
rest of my life. The chance to live in different
countries and meet people from such diverse
backgrounds was the most attractive part of
the program.The atmosphere and the fact that
| was more than welcomed there was the most
particular thing that | noticed since my arrival
at the host university among other things which
were also new to me.

| would apply again for Erasmus+ Credit mobili-
ty.lt was great experience and | would like to try
it again.Do not hesitate to be part of the Eras-
mus + Credit. It is really good and helpful expe-
rience.By studying abroad with Erasmus+, you
can improve your communication, language
and inter-cultural skills and gain skills highly
valued by future employers.



Donika PRECI
Biology-chemistry
Biotechnology @ John Paul Il Catholic
University of Lublin

For me Erasmus + is a great experience,a great
opportunity for any student to get knowledge
in certain branches.

The most particular at the host university is
the teaching method and very good laboratory
conditions

For me Erasmus + is a program that gave me
the opportunity to visit a new country to learn
about the cultures and traditions of this coun-
try, to get acquainted with friends from differ-
ent countries and to study at a university with
very good conditions.
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Xhois Firaku

Information Technology
Information Technology @ Sofia Univer-
sity “St. KlimentOhridski"

For me Erasmus +, is one of the best things and
experience that | tried in my life and I'm really
happy that | was part of this experience.

For me the Erasmus+ program was a very nice
experience, actually better than | had expect-
ed before participating. During my exchange
| was able to learn a lot about the school and
student's life of that university, which differed
a bit from what | was used to in Albania.

The Study program was good and the people
which worked there were very welcoming and
gentle with international students.

If | had the opportunity, | would have liked to
stay a little bit more so | could experience and
learn more about the life of students which live
abroad, the culture and traditions of the locals
and learn more things which can help me with
my degree.

Erasmus+ is an experience that can't be missed
and if you participate, it is almost certain that
you will remember it for the rest of your life.
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Elisa Omeri
Information Technology
Computer Engineering @ Abo Akademi,
Turku, Finland

For me Erasmus + is the best mobility for a stu-
dent. It gives you the chance to experience un-
forgettable experiences that happen once in a
lifetime. It's the mobility where you growpro-
fessionally and psychologically.

The experience with Erasmus was just fan-
tastic. It offers you the opportunity to study in
another city, to learn about their lifestyles, to
practice the methods of study they use, and
help you improve the proficiency of one of the
most important languages in the world, Eng-
lish. It helps you to get to know a new society
composed of people from all over the world.
Also to understands that each state has its own
culture, principles, and ideas. Erasmus gives
you the opportunity to expand your horizon and
to learn new skills.

Something | have to specify was teaching. A
very polite and well-trained pedagogical staff,
with highly qualified equipment giving us the
opportunity to get to know the technology more
closely. Also, in Finland a student could get a
meal for only 2.60 cents, which is very conven-
ient for a student.

I would love to apply again because everything
was really beautiful. On one hand, it teaches
you how to face with life in a completely dif-
ferent country, but on the other hand gives you
the education at the most renowned European
universities.

ErmirCani
Masaryk University

For me Erasmus + is the best experience that
changed me for better, feeling more an europe-
an citizen, made me independent and improved
my skills.

Erasmus to me means a lot, starting from creat-
ing new connections, experiencing new things,
becoming more european, traveling more,
learning new culture from different students,
try to be independent, focus on your goals, and
one important thing is studying in one of the
best economic universities in Europe makes
you confident and it helped me to develop my
skills. Once you are Erasmus you always will be
Erasmus.

Everything was on point at Masaryk University.
The teachers they were so helpful, profession-
al and sometimes they were discussing with
us(students) as friends. Their technology was
very sophisticated. Regarding the social aspect,
in the university took place different social
events which was creating a great atmosphere.
This was my second Erasmus, so from this
point of view | think one Erasmus is enough. So
probably | would like to apply for an internship
or some work programme.
Tryitinordertonotregret onthefuturethatyou
didn't take part in this amazing programme. But
before applying just make sure that your Eng-
lish skills are good.



Ervis Cara
General Nursing
General Nursing @ Nicolaus Copernicus
Torun

For me Erasmus+ is the best program for stu-
dents. Thanks Erasmus a lot of students all
around Europe have the opportunity to meet
with other students, to learn about other coun-
tries etc. For example, thanks Erasmus | have
learned a lot, both professionally and personal-
ly.  have become more independent and | have
grown up personally thanks to that experience.
Also,l have increased my proficiency of foreign
languages. Erasmus changed my life and now |
feel closer to Europe.

Erasmus for me was a wonderful experience.lt
changed my life completely.Living abroad,stud-
ying something different or in a different way
is something you will never ever forget.The
pleasure of Erasmus doesn't begin when you
start your exchange, it starts earlier, on the day
you get notified that you were accepted into the
programme.

Going abroad is a huge boost for your mind,spir-
it and self-confidence: be ready to get the best
from your experience and | recommend it to all
who want to experience more in their life.

At the host University, | was mostly impressed
by the schedule, as it was organised to allow
the students a break between courses. Also,
something that | really appreciated, was the
integration of theory and practice. Right after
the lecture was finished, we headed directly to
the hospital practicing things that we had just
learned in theory.

It was the best way to learn because we saw
everything that we had learned during that
time. There we practiced even more our duties
as a nurse.

| would like to apply again because | want to
gain new experiences in a different country and
because Erasmus never gets boring.

The advice | would give to other students who
are reluctant to become part of Erasmus is to
have no fear of obstacles in themselves but to
applylike | didand make some good memories.

Juejla Dani
Master of Sciences in Marketing
Management @ University of Istanbul

For me Erasmus + is one of the most beautiful
experiences of my life. In Sehir University of Is-
tanbul | found many special things. First of all,
the university in general was a perfect build,
the study program which was American teach-
ing method, Erasmus life, | met students form
different countries and we had so much fun.
Every week we organised many beautiful trips
all around Turkey. | developed my presentation
skills. | could say that if i would have the chance
| would go again because nothing compares
with this school experience.

My advice for other students is: Please don't
lose this opportunity in your life which comes
just one time in your life. Do not be shy to try
and challenge yourself, no one is better than
you. When you have nothing to lose just try.



Klajdi Shinplaku
Legal science in public sector
Economics @ Mendel University

For me Erasmus+ changes you; being part of a
new society in which you'll discover new hab-
its, learn new things and re-educate yourself is
an amazing experience. Erasmus is much more
than just studying abroad and discovering new
people; it's about rediscovering a better version
of yourself.
It was the best experience | have ever had. Every
student should do a semester outside because
it will change everyone. Everything was so dif-
ferent from my home university. The buildings,
the teacher, the techniques they use for lessons
etc.
I will apply again. | am very thankful that | had
an amazing experience. The possibility to do so
many things that in my country | can't.
Do not hesitate:
1) You get to travel, live and discover a
new place.
2) You get financial support during your
Erasmus

Kristjan Dhana
Master in Accounting and Audit
Finance and accounting(MA) @ Hoch-
schule Ludwigshafen

Erasmus+ is a unique experience. | learned a
lot how German university work and how they
give you lot possibilities to grow in every field.l
made a lot of friends from all over the world

and | got the chance to visit a lot of places.Also
| developed to speak more fluently English and |
learned some basic German language.

The host University was very friendly with us
and took care that we did not miss a thing dur-
ing our period there.They helped us to choose
the right subjects to follow and also organized
a lot of great events in and outside the Univer-
sity.

Yes of course | would apply again because it's
such unique experience where you meet a lot of
other students and learn so many things about
different cultures all over the world

| highly recommend everyone to try Erasmus
they will not be disappointed. It's a onetime
possibility in life and you don't want to miss
how great thing you can achieve during your
mobility.

I want to thank all my new friends | meet there
with who | shared a lot of happiness and of
course the University of Elbasan that gave me
the possibility to go there.Once you go Erasmus
you will be forever erasmus

Ornela Sina
Legal science in the business sector
Law @ University of Bologna

For me, the Erasmus+ was an experience i will
remember for the rest of my life. Erasmus pro-
grams for me are more about cultural exchange
rather than just studies. The chance to live in
different countries and meet people from such
diverse backgrounds is the most attractive part
of Erasmus.

What mostly impressed at the host university
is the way of explaining and teaching. Also the
good conditions of the classrooms and the af-
finity of the Italian students with the foreign




students.

| would like to apply again for a second chance
to Erasmus+ because is a good opportunity to
gain experience and why not explore new cul-
ture.

Sara Zambaku
Finance Accounting
Business Administration @ University of
Applied Sciences Ludwigshafen

For me Erasmus + is the best experience of my
life and the best decision | ever made. It was
everything | imagined and even better. It is very
hard to describe because the emotions are still
so fresh and so strong. It is about being your-
self, showing your culture to the world, being
adventurous, studying and having fun, all at the
same time.

| would definitely say that my decision to ap-
ply for the Erasmus+ program has been the
best decision | have ever made in my life. It has
been an indescribable experience, full of emo-
tions and plenty of new things to embrace. It is
all about new cultures, new languages and the
best part is you don't just get to study in a for-
eign university, but you learn how to live like a
local and like a citizen of the world.

From myhostuniversitylreallyappreciatedthat
they assigned a regular student to be a “buddy”
for each incoming through the whole semester.
That really helped me to adapt more in the so-
ciety, be more informed about everything that
was going on.

| would absolutely apply again for the Eras-
mus+ exchange, as | think it really is helpful to
get to know yourself better, to have a better un-
derstanding of the world and | think it can be
really helpful for my career in general in the fu-
ture. You get to study at the best universities,
and are taught so much more than you could
imagine.

Eleni Zhupa
General Nursing
General Nursing @ Nicolas Copernicus

| would describe Erasmus experience as one of
the best experiences of my life. During the time
| was there | learned a lot from the professional
and personal prospective. | was really shy, but
all people around me made me feel comforta-
ble and save. | also learned a lot of new stuff
and saw things | never thought | would see in
my life.

| would definitely apply again for Erasmus+. |
would do that because of the importance this
experience had for me.

| like to recommend Erasmus+ to all students,
as the best experience for those who want to
learn new knowledges, to improve a language
and to learn how to deal alone in a foreign
country.




OUR PROJECTS

What is ERASMUS+

The Erasmus+ Programme is a European funding programme established in 1987
offering university students a possibility of studying or doing an internship abroad
in another country for a period of at least 2 months and maximum 12 months per
cycle of studies. Erasmus+ now offers the possibility to go way beyond the European
borders as well.

Under Erasmus+ Program, KAZ at the University of Elbasan “Aleksandér Xhuvani” are
being implemented three projects.
These projects are founded by ERASMUS+ Capacity Building program of the Europe-

an Union.
& e-VIV/\
E-Viva Project

Enhancing and Validating service related competences in Versatile learning envi-
ronments in Western Balkan Universities tie-VIVA) is an Erasmus+ Capacity Build-
ing in Higher Education project, led by European University of Tirana, Albania. The
consortium has 16 partners from all over geographical Europe and it is envisaged to
last for 3 years.

E-VIVA projects addresses the issue of students’ skills development, facilitation
and validation of their skills in informal learning contexts. The project aims at ev-
idencing the most fundamental competences for service economy and will con-
tribute to higher transparency of these, for students, teachers, employers and any
other subject interested in it. Informal learning contexts are gaining on importance
and the project will identify main issues and contribute to further advancement of
new ways of learning.

For further information regarding the project and activities, please click on the link:
https://evivaproject.eu
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T@sk Project

Towards Increased Awareness, Responsibility and Shared Quality in Social Work pro-
ject and its

aims are essential for the development of the Albanian Social Work system, for its
modernization and its alignment to the European standards of the Social Services
delivery.

T@sk project can count on the long lasting expertise of the University of Florence,
the Complutense University of Madrid, the Instituto Universitario of Lisbon and the
Ordine degli AssistentiSociali of the Tuscany Region in the field of Social Work organ-
ization and evaluation.

The cooperation among the European Union partners and the Albanian Universities
will create the ideal ground to reach increased competences of Albanian Higher Edu-
cation staff, a growing self-empowerment of Albanian social workers and therefore
the improvement of the Social Services.

Members of T@sk project agree in a subsidiary and multilevel approach based on:

o In depth theoretical and methodological updating of the University staff of all the
Albanian public Universities offering Bachelor Master Degrees in Social Work: Uni-
versity of Tiran, University of Elbasan, University of Shkodér.

o Wide inclusion of the Albanian Social Workers and Albanian local institutions in
the identification of the needs of the Albanian Social Services.

o Theoreticaland empirical focus on the specific areas of deprived children and dis-
advantaged women within the general framework of deviance prevention and miti-
gation of detention conditions.

For further information regarding the project and activities, please click on the link:
https://www.taskproject.eu/



OUR PROJECTS
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TEAVET project

“‘Developing teacher competencies for a comprehensive vet system in Albania” in
cooperation with Albanian higher education institutions and Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sports (MoES) —partner in this project— aim to bring a good solution to the
specific need of raising the competences of in-service teachers at the non-tertiary
education level by asking Albanian universities to contribute to build a high quality
Vocational Education and Training (VET) system for teachers by means of trans-
forming themselves into main providers of ongoing professional development of
teachers. The project aims to develop reforms to the teaching profession at the
non-tertiary education level for in-service training for teachers by designing, imple-
menting and monitoring a comprehensive lifelong learning (LLL) Teacher Training
System in which Albanian universities will be the main providers by the creation of
LLL Centers guaranteeing the sustainability of the project. This aim offers some-
thing new to the existing situation since it puts universities as main providers of
LLL training for teachers within a structured framework of a VET system.

The key output of the project is the establishment of a LLL Teacher Training System
at the Ministry level by: Designing and implementation of training courses for im-
proving teaching and learning competences for in-service teachers aligned with the
UE and MoES strategy. Establishment of LLL Centers in Albanian universities. Cre-
ation of the Albanian Network of LLL Centers for Teacher Training (NCTT).Training

of teacher educators from academic staff of Albanian universities who will be the
trainers of in-service teachers. Establishment of MoES registration database and
accreditation system. Formal process for registering, accreditation and follow up of
teacher training programs, with the recognition of MoES.

For further information regarding the project and activities, please click on the link:

https://teavet.org/
Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union




OTHERACTIVITES

ERASMUS + fair UE

Organized for the first time at the University of Elbasan “Aleksandér Xhuvani’,
brought together 22 representatives from partner universities, opened for students
and staff.

CONTACTS

In case of questions, please contact: info@uniel.edu.al
For outgoing students and staff, please contact: int.relations1@uniel.edu.al
For incoming students, please contact: int.relations2@uniel.edu.al
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