
Guide for
Students

ERASMUS +



It is with great joy that we greet you at our 
university. We hope you have a pleasant, 

productive and memorable stay in Elbasan. 
This brochure is intended for Erasmus+ 

students who plan to study at University of 
Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani", where you 

can find all the information regarding 
registration procedure, study programs, 

preparatory language courses, 
accommodation, etc.
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Elbasan is one of the largest and most important Albanian cities located in the middle of
Albania. It has a surface of almost 872km2 and its population is about 142,000 habitants.
Located at the Shkumbin River, where it crosses the famous Via Egnatia, the city of
Elbasan – ancient Scampini – is just 33 km away from Tirana. In ancient times, Scampin
was a Roman fortification, but in the 4th century it received a new administrative status
and, with its new name Hiscampis, became one of the major cities of the new Epirus, home
of the area’s only Roman legion. In 1466, the Ottomans took control of the castle of
Scampini and reconstructed it almost entirely. They renamed the city Elbasan and it
became center of the sanjak (Ottoman administrative region) between the 17th and 18th
centuries. This was a time of flourishing trade, both in and out of the country, which
encouraged the significant development of handicrafts. In the documentation of the time, it
is proved that in the middle of 17th century, Elbasan had 2000 houses, 900 shops, leather,
wool, silk, metals and especially silver. The products of the city of Elbasan found sales
market both at home and abroad. Having such rich history, the city of Elbasan is bound to
have a wide variety of historical monuments worth visiting, not to mention the many natural
monuments or parks which attract thousands of tourists every year. We are going to
mention some of them in this guide, but it is impossible for this guide to contain every
single one of them. We hope you enjoy your stay in our lovely city. 

3

City of Elbasan



The University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani", founded in 1991, is an important
scientific and educational institution in the Republic of Albania. It is one of the best-
known universities in the country for the preparation and training of pre-service
teachers, new specialists, and scholars in various fields of study. Its history,
spanning more than four decades, has recognized significant achievements in a
variety of areas of its activity, particularly teaching and scientific research. This
university has its roots in a valuable and rich tradition. Without doubt, this
tradition is closely connected with the name of the "Normal School," which opened
its doors in 1909.

Nowadays, the University of Elbasan continues its educational tradition not only in
the teaching field, but also in other new and dynamic fields of scientific research.
UE` activity is based on article 57, section 7, of the Constitution and Law No.80/2015
dated 22.07.2015 "On higher education and scientific research in the institutions of
higher education in the Republic of Albania," in the Statute of UE and regulations
approved for the implementation of the law.
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Faculties

Faculty of Human Sciences

Faculty of Economics

Faculty of Human Sciences, with Bachelor, Professional
Master, Master of Science, as well as Doctoral (PhD) study
programs in its research work fields: Albanian language and
foreign languages (English, German, Italian, and French);
history, geography, journalism, Albanology; and a two-year
professional study program in specialized and
administrative secretary and touristic guide in German
language.

Faculty of Economics, with Bachelor, Professional Master
and Master of Science and Integrated Master of Science
degree study programs, in its fields of teaching and
research: business administration; finance and
accountability, economics and law; judicial sciences in
business; judicial sciences in public sector; economy and
tourism, business administration and engineering; and
economic informatics.

Faculty of Medical Technical 
Sciences

Faculty of Medical Technical Sciences, with its Bachelor.
Professional Master and Master of Science, Doctorate in
Medical Technical Sciences study programs in its research
fields: nursery, midwifery; imagery, laboratory technician,
nursery management, physiotherapy and logopedics.



Faculty of Natural Sciences

Faculty of Education Sciences

Faculty of Natural Sciences, with Bachelor Professional
Master and Master of Science study programs with its
research fields: biology, chemistry, botanic field, zoology,
environmental protection, mathematics, physics,
information technology, informatics, computer sciences,
theoretical and experimental physics and several two-year
professional study programs in laboratory technician,
environmental technician, mechatronics and logistics.

Faculty of Education Sciences, with Bachelor, Professional
Master and Master of Science study programs in its fields of
teaching and research: teachers for elementary schools
(first five grades of the primary school), kindergarten
teacher, psychology, philosophy, sociology, physical and
artistic education, as well as a two-year professional study
program of nursery governess (0–3-year-olds infants).

University library

The Library of the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër
Xhuvani, collects, processes, preserves and puts at the
service of individuals, library materials in accordance with
their educational, scientific and cultural. 

Monitors the techniques and standards of all work
processes such as: registration, bibliography description,
online catalog, classification, collection placement, digital
archive, inventory, book service, library attendance, etc. 

Creates the database in electronic form, of diploma theses
that are submitted to the library by the faculties.
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JSTOR Digital library 

This digital platform enables academic staff and students to
research in many fields of study and provides access to
millions of articles, science journals, reference books in
disciplines such as: art, science, humanities, business and
technology, sustainable development, heritage cultural,
ecology and botany, etc.

Digital Anatomy Laboratory, at the Faculty of Medical 
Technical Sciences

The laboratory consists of the Anatomage Table Device, otherwise known as the
"virtual autopsy table", the most technologically advanced device for teaching
anatomy. The virtual autopsy table has life-size screens, clinical content, and updated
imaging software, making it the most powerful tool for learning anatomy. Also,
accurate real anatomy and quantities of clinical examples are clinical aspects of the
Table.

Also, this laboratory will serve the medical staff of the Elbasan regional hospital for
health care review. The virtual autopsy table will not only be used for teaching
anatomy, but can also be used as a powerful radiological tool as well as for surgical
case review, patient consultation and medical research.
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Academic calendar
The academic year consists of two semesters: winter semester
(October to the end of January) and summer semester
(February to mid-June).
There are several holiday breaks: Christmas break in
December, a break between winter and summer semester in
February and a spring break that falls at the time of Easter
(March/April). The detailed academic calendar 2021/22 will be
available on our website in April 2021. Orientation Days for
Erasmus+ students are organized a few days before the
beginning of each semester.

The semestral system requires 15 weeks of classes followed by
a two or three-week examination period. There are two
ordinary examination periods per academic year. The first is
held in the end of January and the first half of February. The
second is held in June. Students who do not pass their exams
during the first exam session may retake them during the
make-up exam session (September). 
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Erasmus+  at "Aleksandër Xhuvani"

University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani" has participated in the
Erasmus Programme since 2014. UNIEL promotes and fosters the
international dimension of study, learning and research. We have
Erasmus+ bilateral agreements with around 44 partner universities, 14
European countries- To check our partner universities and fields of
study, please consult the website:

https://uniel.edu.al/bashkepunime/bashkepunime-
nderkombetare/erasmus-mobilitete

Erasmus+ incoming students at our university are offered:
assistance from the International Relations Office and from
Erasmus+  coordinators
Orientation Days with integration events at the beginning

opportunities to participate in trips, integration meetings
       of each semester

       and cultural events organized by the International Relations
      Office

Application Procedure
Each applicant must be a student which University of Elbasan  has an
Erasmus+ bilateral agreement signed in a given field of study. All the
required documents should be sent to the International Relations
Office of University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani" no later than
until 15th July (for winter semester or the whole academic year) or
until the 30th December (for summer semester). 
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Required documents – students from universities located in the 
EU and Turkey 

If  you have any questions please 
contact us:

International Relations Office
University of Elbasan "Aleksandër Xhuvani"
"Ismail Zyma", Elbasan, Albania
int.relations1@uniel.edu.al
int.relations2@uniel.edu.al
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The documents required are as following:

copy of passport
nomination letter
learning agreement (signed and stamped from your university 
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Courses in English
 The regular language of instruction is Albanian. However, the university offers a

good range of courses in English:  

Important notice: Please be aware of the fact that your level of 
English must be good (at least B1. You must be able to understand,
speak, and write both general and academic English. If your English
is of a poor level, you will not succeed in most courses

Our university offers Erasmus+ programe in:

FACULTY OF EDUCATION SCIENCES
https://uniel.edu.al/images/bashkepunime/erasmus- 
mobilitete/prezantimi/academic_offer_FES.pdf

FACULTY OF ECONOMICS
https://uniel.edu.al/images/bashkepunime/erasmus- 
mobilitete/prezantimi/ACADEMIC_OFFER_2021- 
2022_INCOMING_STUDENTS_FACULTY_OF_ECONOMICS.pdf
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FACULTY OF HUMAN SCIENCES (Department of Foreign Languages)

 
English language https://uniel.ems.al/school/program/4a72ad5d-9ec7-4d17-b714-ace100c19921.aspx 
German language https://uniel.ems.al/school/program/99e3508c-4093-4892-addf-ace100c22d0b.aspx 
French language https://uniel.ems.al/school/program/b0a07f76-f695-4553-9253-a9ba014b680e.aspx 
Italian language https://uniel.ems.al/school/program/3f71ab3a-d240-46cd-be31-a81600be0492.aspx 
German language 
tour operator

https://uniel.ems.al/school/program/38216feb-e2ed-4121-923a-ace100c3454b.aspx



 
Orientation Days are organized by the International Relations 

Office at the beginning of each semester. It is desirable that all 
Erasmus+ students be present at Orientation Days, during which 

they will obtain all the necessary information concerning the study 
period in Elbasan. Orientation Days are usually followed by other 
events and trips. They allow foreign students to integrate at the 

beginning of their Erasmus+ period. Information about the date of 
Orientation Days will be sent to you by e-mail before your arrival

Orientation Days 

Checklist

Before arrival at UNIEL make sure that:

you sent the learning agreement to the IRO Office
you sent a copy of your ID document to the IRO Office
you received the letter of Acceptance
you check the list of courses on our website
you contacted International Relations Office
you asked for help with accommodation
you received information about Orientation Days
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Navigating Elbasan

Navigating Elbasan is simple, mainly due to its small size and simple 
urbanistic plan,but to facilitate it even more, this is a map of the city

https://goo.gl/maps/AfeNJFDVYDsZKMXg8
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Reaching Elbasan

Reaching Elbasan is simple. You can use
public transport or a personal car to
travel to different cities in Albania.
Elbasan is about 30 minutes far away
from Tirana, reachable by car or public
transport

The nearest airport                         
is Airport “Mother Thereza” 
in Tirana.

 Airport “Mother Thereza” in Tirana.

REGIONAL BUS STATIONS AND TAXI STATIONS:

·To Tirana: https://goo.gl/maps/51jJR8BXxS67BPws9
    ·Other cities: https://goo.gl/maps/j6AfDSxkhLRfLf89A

                      ·International bus station: https://goo.gl/maps/j6AfDSxkhLRfLf89A
      ·Taxi station: https://goo.gl/maps/HHXfj4Ps1bHtHYLRA
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Tourism in Elbasan

Tourism is an important part of Elbasan as it has a lot to offer, in culture,
history, nature and food. Below we are presenting you some of the most known
attractions our city has to offer, but leaving some unmentioned for the
adventorious spirited and explorers.

The castle of Elbasan lies in the center of the city. Originally 
was a roman fort, then rebuilt by the ottomans. Like many 

ancient Roman forts, it has an octagonal structure. The 
clock tower stands nearby the castle. On the south arch of 

the gate, it is carved "Sultan of the world, Abdul Hamiti, 
generous under his cinders the graceful clock raises. 
Honored men of Elbasan in their kindness revive this 

beautiful time-teller.

Build-in 1986, the ethnographic museum of Elbasan has 
considerable architectonical and historical values within its 
walls. It has 80 types of crafts inside. It serves as historical 
documentation of the lifestyle throughout history, through 
objects, like furniture, dresses, etc. It has the appearance of 

a traditional Elbasan house. The current building of the 
museum used to be the house of the Sejdin family, a well- 

known family in Elbasan throughout history, which is 
protected as a cultural monument. Build with a unique tent 
it looks like typical houses of Berati and Shkodra but with 

unique elements within.

The Convention of Elbasan held on 2-9 September 1909, 
decided the opening of the first national Albanianhigh 

school. The Normal school(Pedagogy) opened on 1st 
December  1909  and enrolled about 140 students from all 

over Albania. The Museum has 5000 original and copied 
documents. There are 500 pictures representing the 

generation of teachers. In the showcases can be seen many 
files,  photo albums,  different relics, and manuscripts of the 

past.
 

The Castle (1.2 km from the University of Elbasan)

The Ethnographic Museum (1.3 km from the University of Elbasan)

The Normal School of Elbasan and the Museum 
(1.4 km from the University of Elbasan)
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Tourism in Elbasan

The Basilica in Tepe in Elbasan is found on the olive hill 
nearby the city. Found in the graveyard of Scampa, its 
position makes clear the relation with the old town. It 

directs the east with marble columns of iconostas and with 
the decoration of lions and dears in its tiles. The building 

dates from the V-th century and changed in the VI-th. This 
monument was discovered by excavations made in 1968-69, 
it occupies an area of 600m2 and is a paleo Christian basilica 

oriented as usual with the apse from the east. It retains 
some construction phases.

In the south of the castle is placed the Basilica of Bezistanit. 
It was discovered in 2007 and it is of the V e.s. It is a 

monumental grave, and over it lies a mosaic. With the 
findings so far here are 25 m mosaics, in which, apart from 
the two human figures, in its composition there are other 

elements that show the scheme of eternity and are realized 
with rare workmanship. Its name is related to the closed 

market,  called  Bezistan, an important trading nucleus built 
in the 17th century, which included a considerable number 

of shops.

The church's building started in 1483, but it ended almost a 
century later: the church had its first religious services only 

in 1556. It was built entirely in stone in a completely 
particular way, with stones carved in the shape of a cross, 
which can still be seen today. The church was frescoed by 

Onufri and restored by David Selenica. In the 18th century, it 
was entirely burned by a fire, so it was rebuilt at the 

beginning of the 19th century. Nearby the church is the 
grave of Konstantin Kristoforidhi, a great Albanian linguist.

Basilica of Bezistan (1.2 km from the University of Elbasan)
 

The Basilica in Tepe (1.7 km from the University of Elbasan)

 St. Mary's Church (1.0 km from the University of Elbasan)
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Tourism in Elbasan

The King Mosque stands well persevered inside the castle 
nearby the central gate. Historians believe that its 

building dates to the XV century from Turkish sultan 
Bajazit II. It has interesting architecture and is preserved 
as a cultural monument. It is considered one of the oldest 

mosques built in Albania.

"Skampa" Theater (or former "Nacional" cinema) is located 
in the city of Elbasan. It was built in 1935 with the financing 
of Xhavit bey Bicakçi [1] as his gift to the city of Elbasan. It 

was realized by the architect Halit Narazani and represents 
the most important building with a cultural function in the 
city of Elbasan. It has a capacity of 292 seats. The acoustics 
of this theater is one of the best in Albania and one of the 

best in the Balkans.

Across the road from Elbasan to Gjinar stands the church of 
Shelcan. In this church are found the famous mural 

paintings of Onufri who is famous for the use of vivid red 
and inimitable colors in his art. The mural painting date 

from 1554. As far as dating is concerned, starting from two 
and three horizontal brick construction techniques, it is 

supposed to meet the end of the XVI century.

The Church of Shelcan (6.8 km from the University of Elbasan)
 

 The King Mosque (1.0 km from the University of Elbasan)

Skampa Theater (1.2 km from the University of Elbasan)
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Traditional Food

Bugaçe, a traditional Elbasan break-fast
roll found nowhere else in Albania.
Smothered in butter and with a dash of
salt, this roll is delicious but very fatty.

Bollokume is another Elbasan specialty
rarely found elsewhere in Albania. It is
essentially a large sugar cookie. It is
cooked only with eggs, flour, and sugar.
Even though they are very difficult to cook
they taste delicious.

BUGAÇE

 
BOLLOKUME

This yummy dish was first cooked in
Elbasan but is now served all over the
country! One of the secrets of Tavë Kosi is
that it is cooked only with the meat of
young livestock, generally lamb

TAVË KOSI
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Traditional Food

The tables of Elbasan are rich in poultry or 
cattle-based meals all year round. Qull me 
arra, an old traditional dish of the area, is 
usually reserved for the year’s
most special occasions. It is cooked with 
chicken.

Especially during the cold, long winter
days, Elbasan’s traditional cuisine serves
up the delightful Tavë me pistil, a typical
winter food that has been inherited from
generation to generation during the last
two centuries.

QULL ME ARRA

 
TAVË ME PISTIL

 

Its origin comes from the Ottoman period 
and refers to dishes that use poultry as a 
main ingredient. What is most important 
is that you have to boil the fresh turkey.
The meat and the broth are used to cook 
the mysnik with the fresh poultry, butter 
and aromatic species.

MYSNIK ME KALASTRE
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Accommodation

1. Hotel Vila Imperial (1.1 km from the University of Elbasan)                    
     http://hotel-vila-imperial.elbasan.hotels-al.com/en/ 40 € per night

Featuring free Wi-Fi, Hotel Vila Imperial is set in Elbasan. Boasting luggage storage space, this
property also provides guests with a terrace. Guests can enjoy city views. At the hotel, the rooms
include a desk, a flat-screen TV and a private bathroom. Rooms come with air conditioning, and
certain rooms are fitted with a balcony. All rooms include a wardrobe. The nearest airport is Tirana
International Mother Teresa Airport, 71 km from Hotel Vila Imperial.

2. Hotel Monarch (1.1 km from the University of Elbasan) 
     https://www.tripadvisor.co.nz/ShowUserReviews-g774870- d6673980-r220458107- 
     Hotel_Monarch-Elbasan_Elbasan_County.html 35 € per night

Hotel Monarch is located in Elbasan. Free Wi-Fi  access is available. Each room here will provide you
with a flat-screen TV, air conditioning and a mini-bar. Featuring a shower, private bathroom also
comes with a  hairdryer.  Extras  include  cable channels. At Hotel Monarch you will find a 24-hour
front desk, a terrace and a bar. Other facilities offered at the property include shops (on site). The
property offers free parking. This property also has one  of  the  top-rated  locations  in  Elbasan!
Guests are happier about it compared to other properties in the area.

3. Real Scampis Hotel (1.1 km from the University of Elbasan)
    https://www.booking.com/hotel/al/real-scampis.html   27 € per night

Located in Elbasan, Real Scampis Hotel has 3 accommodations with private balconies. The property
has a garden, as well as a terrace. The property provides a 24-hour front desk, and currency
exchange for guests. At the hotel, rooms come with a closet. Rooms have a private bathroom, while
some feature a garden view. The rooms at Real Scampis Hotel are equipped with a flat-screen TV
with satellite channels. The accommodation has a playground. The nearest airport is Tirana
International Mother Teresa Airport, 70.8 km from Real Scampis Hotel. This property also has one of
the top-rated  locations in Elbasan! Guests are happier about it compared to other properties in the
area. We speak your language!

4. Grand Hotel (1.8 km from the University of Elbasan) 
     http://hotelgrand-elbasan.al/ 25 € per night

Grand Hotel is located in Elbasan. Featuring luggage storage space, this property also has a
restaurant and a terrace. Rooms are equipped with a balcony with city views. All rooms in the hotel
are equipped with a TV with cable channels. Rooms contain a private bathroom. The rooms include
a desk. A continental breakfast is served every morning at the property. Grand Hotel provides a
laundry service, as well as business facilities like fax and photocopying.
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Accommodation

5. Imperial Hotel IH (2.0km from the University of Elbasan)
    https://www.booking.com/hotel/al/imperial-ih.en-gb.html  20 € per night

Located in Elbasan, Imperial Hotel IH has a garden and terrace. The property features a shared 
lounge, as well as a bar. Both free WiFi and private parking are available at the hotel. A continental, 
Asian or halal breakfast is served at the property. You can play pool at Imperial Hotel IH. The 
reception can offer helpful tips for getting around the area.

6. Hotel Univers (2.3km from the University of Elbasan)
    http://www.univershotel.eu/ 30 € per night

Set in Elbasan, in a building dating from 1990, Univers Resort  features a  garden and guestrooms 
with free WiFi. This 4-star hotel offers a 24-hour front desk and a shared lounge. The hotel features 
an outdoor swimming pool and room service. At the hotel, all rooms are equipped with a desk and a 
flat-screen TV. Each room is equipped with a private bathroom with a hot tub and free toiletries. 
Guest rooms at Hotel Univers feature air conditioning and a wardrobe. 

7. Hotel Colombo (11 km from the University of Elbasan) 
    https://www.hotel-colombo.net 45€ per night

Located on the 5th km on the National road from Elbasan to Librazhd, Colombo Hotel offers an 
outdoor pool and an a-la-caret restaurant. Free Wi-Fi access is provided.All the rooms are air- 
conditioned and come with a flat-screen cable TV and a minibar.
Featuring a shower, private bathrooms also come with free toiletries and towels. Breakfast is 
included in the room rate.Hotel Colombo runs a 24-hour front desk and offers an on-site bar. A 
children's playground and free private parking are also available.The centre of Elbasan is located at 
a distance of 5 km. 

8. Hotel le olive(1.5 km from the University of Elbasan)
    http://hotel-bar-restorant-le-olive.elbasan.hotels-al.com/en/   40€ per night

Offering a terrace and views of the city, Hotel Bar Restorant Le Olive is situated in Elbasan. Guests 
can enjoy the on-site bar. Free WiFi is offered throughout the property and free private parking is 
available on site.Rooms come with a flat-screen TV. Certain units include a seating area for your 
convenience. The rooms include a private bathroom. For your comfort, you will find free toiletries 
and a hair dryer. The nearest airport is Tirana Airport, 46 km from Hotel Bar Restorant Olive.

9. Hotel Guri (1 km from the University of Elbasan)
    http://hotel-guri.elbasan.hotels-al.com/en/ 35 € per night

Situated in Elbasan, Hotel Guri offers accommodation with private  balconies. Among the various 
facilities are a terrace and a bar. The accommodation provides a 24-hour front desk. All units in the 
hotel are equipped with a TV with satellite channels. The rooms at Hotel Guri feature air 
conditioning and a desk. An Italian breakfast is served every morning at the property. The nearest 
airport is Tirana International Mother Teresa Airport, 71 km from the accommodation.
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Useful links and addresses

The Municipality of Elbasan City
https://elbasani.gov.al/

Elbasan TripAdvisor
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g774870- 

Activities-Elbasan_Elbasan_County.html

Emergency Numbers

Emergency  127
Firefighters  128

Police  129
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The basic vocabulary and phrases:

English - Albanian dictionary

Hello 
Good morning/afternoon

Good night
Goodbye/bye

Thank you
Please/you're welcome

Not at all
Yes
No

I do not know
                                             Maybe
                    I do not understand
                                     I need help

Përshëndetje
Mirëmëngjes/mirëmbrëma
Natën e mirë
Mirupafshim
Falëminderit
Ju lutem/jeni i mirëpritur
Aspak
Po
Jo
Nuk e di
Mbase
Nuk kuptoj
Kam nevojë për ndihmë
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